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Happy Credit Union Day 2008
We’re celebrating a special day, and you’re part of it. 
Join us October 16th for refreshments as we celebrate 
International Credit Union Day with this year’s theme 
“My Credit Union: It Belongs to Me.” International 
Credit Union Day celebrates the history, tradition, and 
spirit of the international credit union movement—and 
those who own it. We want to take this opportunity to 
thank you for being an important part of 
Unified Communities Federal Credit Union. 

This International Credit Union Day, we are excited 
to be a part of your hopes and dreams. Thank you for 
being part of the credit union difference. We invite you 
to tell your friends and family about us so that they 
may also experienCe tHe CreDit Union 
DiFFerenCe!

Columbus Day Mon October 13th
Veteran’s Day Tue November 11th

Thanksgiving Day Thur November 27th
Christmas Eve Wed December 24th
Christmas Day Thur December 25th

New Year’s Day Thur January 1st

Holiday Closings - 2008

Don’t forget to vote on tuesday, november 4th!
Make your voice heard and get out to vote!

three High School Seniors tie 
for College Scholarship

UCFCU is proud to support higher education and is 
even more proud of this year’s $500 Theodore Hancox 
Scholarship winners – a three way tie for Ian Bumgardner 
(South Lyon High School), Janice Hogston (Belleville 
High School) and Jessica Vivian (Lincoln High School). 

According to credit union CEO, Mary Carnarvon-
LaHousse, “All of the students who submitted scholarship 
entries had achieved academic excellence and honorable 
citizenship during their high school careers and we were 
most impressed by the essays that students had written.”  
As part of their scholarship application requirement, 
students were asked to write an essay on how the credit 
union fits into their community. 

For Jessica, the credit union is an important element of 
her financial roadmap as she states that, “The credit union 
is one of the best investments anyone can make for their 
future. I am very aware of the financial rewards in being a 
member, and the learning experience that I have had here.” 

Ian finds the democratic process in electing credit union 
officials to be a valuable difference between credit unions 
and other financial institutions. Ian says, “One of the best 
things that the Credit Union provides us is the ability 
to elect its Board of Directors in a democratic fashion, 
allowing us to exercise our basic American right. This also 
allows every single member to be able to influence how 
the credit union is run.”    

As for Janice, she appreciates how the credit union’s 
philosophy of people helping people helps schools in her 
community. “The credit union’s new STARS program 
provides an opportunity for people to donate much needed 
money to the schools in the Belleville area. The credit 
union also sponsors things at Belleville High School such 
as band concerts and football games. They also provide 
programs that help young people in our communities 
understand the value and meaning of money.”    

Congratulations to these bright students and to all young 
adults in pursuit of higher learning!



We’re making it easy for you to earn 
dollars for Belleville Schools with our
STARS Reward Program!

The more products and services you use, 
the more points you earn. You can save 
these points and turn them into dollars 
that you can donate to schools! 

Visit our website at 
www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com for complete 
details and a list of participating schools.

             SiGn – Up toDAY!

Congratulations to Member Service Representative 
(Canton Office) Vicki Rokita who recently celebrated 
15 years of service with UCFCU! Vicki is pictured 
here with members of the credit union’s Board of 
Directors.

(Left to right -  Sharon Bell, Jon Brakke, Roger 
Katakowski, Vicki Rokita, Carolyn Bailey, Don 
Skidmore and Pat Smith)

Celebrating 15 Years with UCFCU

With Our Holiday 
Loan Special, anyone 
can be a Santa!

Get $2,500
with payments as low as 
$220 / month for 1 year

*Limited time offer only available 
November 24 – December 24, 2008. The 
Annual Percentage Rate (APR) for this 
loan is 7.50% APR. Rates are subject to 
change without notice.Offer is subject to 
credit approval.

Swipe and Sign for Safety’s Sake
When using your debit card in a store, you’re usually 
asked whether you wish to use it as a Debit or Credit 
card.  UCFCU recommends that you always respond 
“Credit,” for safety reasons. The reason is when 
you select Credit you’ll simply be asked for your 
signature. However, choosing Debit requires that 

you enter your PIN 
(Personal Identification 
Number). It is possible 
that your PIN number 
may be compromised 
by someone looking 
over your shoulder. In 
addition, there have 
been instances in 
which major retailers 
stored PINs, only to 
have them later stolen 
and used fraudulently. 
For purposes of your 
transaction, it makes 
no difference whether 
you select “Credit” or 
“Debit.” It can, however, 
make a big difference to 
your financial safety.



Office Hours:
CANTON
Phone • 734-485-3300 • Fax • 734-485-0240
Mon. - Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
BELLEVILLE
Phone • 734-697-4800 - Fax • 734-697-4844
Mon. - Wed.  10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m
Thurs. - 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fri. 9:30 - 6:00 p.m.
www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com

UCFCU teams up With Belleville 
Fire Department for the 
3rd Annual Golf outing

Fire Chief Darwin Loyer, Board Member 
Carolyn Bailey and Board Member Jon Brakke.

In an effort to raise money for much needed 
equipment and to provide financial help to 
families, the Belleville Fire Department hosted 
a golf outing on August 16th, 2008 and Unified 
Communities Federal Credit Union was there 
to support their efforts. Firefighters hope the 
event will fund equipment for their department 
that’s not budgeted through the general fund. 
The money also goes to families who need help 
around Christmas. We are proud to once again 
participate in this event as it follows the credit 
union philosophy of people helping people.  

Martha Warren, 
Belleville Branch 
Manager, and 
Dorothy Bailey, 
UCFCU Member, at 
the Belleville Senior 
Expo August 1, 2008

Supporting Your Community

VISA® Gift Cards
Gift giving made easy- Get them 
for college students, nieces and 
nephews, teachers and for everyone 
on your list!

For a small fee, you choose the 
dollar value for your card from
$25 - $500. These pre-paid cards are 
accepted nationwide wherever VISA 
Debit Cards are accepted. Pick up 
your perfect gift TODAY!

Kids Corner

2. The ancient Celts thought that spirits and ghosts   
 roamed the countryside on Halloween night, so    
 they began wearing masks and costumes to avoid   
 being recognized as human.
3. The tradition of bobbing for apples came from the   
 Romans.
4. According to the National Retail Federation’s Halloween  
 Consumer Intentions and Actions Survey, the most   
 popular Halloween costume in 2004 was Spiderman.  
 Other popular costumes included princesses, witches and  
 vampires.
5. The world’s record for biggest pumpkin is 1,385 pounds!

1. Jack o’lanterns originated in Ireland   
 where people placed candles in hollowed-out  
 turnips to keep away spirits and ghosts.

Halloween trivia...did you know?

In August, local businesses came together for the 
“Senior Health and Fitness Expo” in Belleville. Free 
health screenings were made available and seniors were 
able to go from table to table for information on fitness, 
safety, health and financial issues. UCFCU helped to 
support this event with gift card and prize drawings as 
well as presenting our products and services. With a 
fun summer theme including a grass skirt table, beach 
towels and toys, our table gained a lot of attention from 
everyone who attended.



Mission Statement
“Unified Communities Federal Credit Union is a member-
owned cooperative, that will continually strive to provide 
professional services, remaining competitive and fiscally 
responsible to its members’ needs.”

HoW YoUr ACCoUntS
Are inSUreD 

The shares in your credit union are insured by 
the National Credit Union Share Insurance Fund 
(NCUSIF), an arm of the NCUA. The NCUSIF 
provides all members of federally insured credit 
unions with $100,000 in coverage for their 
individual accounts. Several options are available 
for additional coverage including $250,000 
in aggregate for traditional and Roth IRAs. In 
addition, joint accounts, trust accounts, revocable 
trusts, and irrevocable trusts may also qualify for 
separate NCUSIF coverage.
 
The NCUA Share Insurance Estimator located 
online at www.webapps.ncua.gov/ins is an 
educational resource about share insurance and 
gives a detailed explanation of insurance coverage. 
Visit www.ncua.gov for more information.

eArn DoUBLe pointS For STARS!
It’s easy! Every month we spotlight a product or 
service that earns double points. We’ll announce
them in this newsletter and list them on our website:

UCFCU Team 

Spotl ight

Amy began working in 
Member Service when 
she first came to the 
credit union four years 
ago and today she is 
starring in the role 
of Central Processor. 
Always friendly and 
smiling, Amy is 
definitely a crowd 
pleaser. Amy says what 
she likes best about 
her job is, “helping 
members and working 
with my co-workers.” 

You can find Amy at 
the Canton office 
most days, but in 
her spare time she 
enjoys spending 
time with 
her family and 
shopping.

As low as 4.80% Apr* for new vehicles
3 year term

As low as 5.45% Apr* for used vehicles
4 year term

Apply toDAY!

into GreAt 
Vehicle rates!

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. This rate is effective October 1, 2008 and is the 
lowest rate offered for this loan. Your rate may be different and will be based on 
your credit history, model year of vehicle and the term of your loan. Other rates and 
terms may be available. Rates are subject to change without notice.

Meet Amy Heck

october  —  Finance a new or used vehicle loan
november — Sign up for e-notification
December —  Use your Debit Card for purchases  
  and select “Credit”

For more information or to enroll in the STARS Reward 
Program visit www.unifiedcommunitiesfcu.com


